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the workers were on strike and under arms. The military
authorities decided to occupy the district, and attacked it
by land and sea. After a few skirmishes the miners' resis-
tance was overcome. The fighting had given the fascist
squads a chance to perfect their organization and equipment,
and from now on they carried out a ' systematic destruction '
of all working-class institutions, syndical, co-operative, or
cultural. All the ' Culture Clubs * in the suburbs and
neighbourhood of Trieste were destroyed. A few weeks
later a socialist paper summed up this campaign as follows :
c Out of dozens and dozens of Chambers of Labour and
People's Houses, only three or four still exist, of which two,
at Trieste and Pola, are carrying on in temporary premises
or even in the ruins of their buildings. Of a hundred
Culture Clubs not one survives.5
In the Po valley agrarian fascism, supported by storm
squadrons raised in the towns of the district, was in full
swing. After the events at the Palazzo d'Accursio in
Bologna and at the Castello Estense in Ferrara,1 a period
of desperate tension broke out into a storm of punitive
expeditions. On January 24 a fascist procession in Modena
was fired on and two squadristi killed, one of whom belonged
to a squadron brought over from Bologna for the occasion.
The Chambers of Labour at Modena and Bologna were
immediately set on fire. The Minister of the Interior—
Giolitti—ordered the cancellation of all licences to bear
arms in the provinces of Bologna, Modena, and Ferrara.
Mussolini protested violently in the Popolo d'ltalia against
this measure. At Bologna and Ferrara the/a^a, the liberal
associations, and the employers' organizations decided
to refuse to give up their arms. At Modena: c The
representatives of he local associations of Soldiers on
Leave, the Ex-servicemen, the Fasci di Combattimento,
State Pensioners, the Order and Liberty Association, the
Popolari, the liberal-democratic group, the Liberal Party,
the Sportsmen's Society, the provincial Agrarian Associa-
tion, the Association of Traders and Manufacturers,
associated themselves with the resolution passed by the
associations at Bologna and Ferrara, refused to recognize
1 Pp. 99 ff. and 101.

